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believed in him. Wordsworth strangely alleged that Lord Byron was deficient in
feeling, and no less strangely quoted a saying in support of the opinion, to the effect
that 'c Beppo " was his best piece, because there all his faults are brought to a height.
Gay feelings have always been permitted to poets as well as grave, lively verse as well
as severe, and Wordsworth might as reasonably have maintained that Shakespeare was
deficient in tragic passion, and instanced Dogberry to prove it. " Beppo " was valued
by Mr. Murray at 500 guineas, which formed part of 2500 guineas demanded by the
poet for the fourth Canto of Childe Harold. After striking the bargain he voluntarily
threw in. the Venetian Tale, "to help the publisher round to his money." His
letters show that he attached no particular importance to the poem, and he certainly
had not the remotest idea that he had opened a vein from which was to flow what is
usually thought the greatest effort of his genius.